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Goal

Join forces in Europe to connect 1.5 
billion biological and geological collection 
objects representing 4.5 billion years of 
the Earth's history, with 21st century 
science
Natural Science Collections, sometimes referred 
to as the Cathedrals to nature, will be transformed 
into Cathedrals of data, knowledge and expertise.



Desirable result: a comprehensive knowledge framework

The Research 
Infrastructure will enable 
collections to be 
integrated with other 
sources of information, 
uniting phenotypic and 
genetic data across 
temporal, geospatial and 
taxonomic frameworks.

Size and complexity of the structured data will make DiSSCo an interesting dataset 
for research by KEYSTONE participants



Technical design



Development Pillars

• Digitising and mobilising content from Collections 
through open access, comprehensive tools and 
innovative services 

• Harmonising data policies, processes and workflows
• Maximising the use of expertise, enhancing skills and 

engaging communities 

The development of DiSSCo will rely on three pillars: 



19 National Task Forces (NTF)

Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Czech Republic
Germany
Denmark
Estonia
Spain
Finland
France
Greece
Italy
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Sweden
Slovakia
United Kingdom

Consortium building



Today

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Deadline for submission of 
Proposal to ESFRI

August 
2017 Announcement of 2018 

ESFRI roadmap
Q4 2018

DISSCO ERIC set-up
May 2024

Consortium & Proposal 
development

Innovation Programme

Consolidation Programme

Construction Programme

Operational Phase

Development timeline
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