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Digitising herbarium specimens

• Industrialised  

digitisation facilities

• Bottleneck: databasing

label information

• Automated transcription difficult

• Crowd sourcing effective approach



Les Herbonautes (the original)



Die Herbonauten

Project start: March 2016

Project duration: 2 years

Funded by: Verein der Freunde des 

Botanischen Gartens und 

Botanischen Museums Berlin

(friends of the Botanic Garden

and Botanical Museum Berlin)



Les Herbonautes – Die Herbonauten

• Work subdivided into ‚Missions‘ addressing 

different skill sets

• Gamification

• „Die Herbonauten“ Community



Die Herbonauten - missions



Die Herbonauten – stats

Mission: Die wilde Welt der 

Chenopidiacae

20.02.2017: start

20.09.2017:

‚die Herbonauten‘ online in

Bürgerschaffenwissen.de 

(German Citizen Science Plattform)



Public relations (examples)

Long night of sciences (June 2017) Herbonauten workshop (Dec. 2017)



Example: (very) difficult handwritings



Die Herbonauten – stats

Mission: Von Runen und Hieroglyphen

Small mission: 686 specimens

Start: 01.11.2017

99% complete one month later



Public relations



Extreme „herbonauting“ 



Locality data entered within a mission



Die Herbonauten – results so far

Mission Contributions No. of specimens Specimen completed Start date Contributors

Chenopidiacaea I 64663 4507 4421 30.11.2016 68

Humoldt (Sandkräuter) 11464 750 730 23.05.2017 60

Hierogplythen 10493 686 672 01.11.2017 47

Chenopidiacaea II 39478 3437 1958 08.11.2017 69

Pflanzen essen Tiere (Drosera) 21071 1335 1154 07.12.2017 56

Moose 733 8559 3 22.01.2018 7

Sum: 147902 19274 8938



Conclusions

• Project extremely successful

• Good example for collaboration within ISTC and 

CETAF

• How to continue?


