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The Global Genome Biodiversity 
Network (GGBN)

The Global Genome Biodiversity Network 
provides its members with the primary 
benefit of making their DNA and tissue 
collections discoverable for research 
through a networked community of 
biodiversity biobanks. In doing so, GGBN 
provides trusted and transparent access to 
genomic samples for all, through an access 
and benefit sharing framework.
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Darwin Core 
Changes for 
Non-native 
species

dwc:establishmentMeans

Currently exists, but it is used for a wide variety of 
data

The process by which the biological individual(s) 
represented in the Occurrence became established 
at the location. Recommended best practice is to 
use a controlled vocabulary of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity.



dwc:origin (new)

To express the concept that a taxon has either been introduced by human 
activity or occurs naturally in a location and has done so before the impact 

of modern humans.



dwc: occurrenceStatus

A statement about the continued presence of a Taxon at a Location. 
Recommended best practice is to use the vocabulary of the IUCN 
term for Presence.



dwc: degreeOfEstablishment

To express the concept of how well established an organism is at a 
location.

For example, was it planted, is it reproducing, is it at risk of disappearing



For more 
information...

https://github.com/qgroom/ias-dwc-proposal



The Complexities of 
Darwin Core

Checklists versus point observations

Laissez faire versus procrustean

Darwin Core is just a list of terms
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● Versioning
● Authorship
● Licencing


