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• Integrated system for Europe to support loans, visits, 
applications for digitisation on demand, and to track outputs.

• DiSSCo e-Service for access to European collections
• A future service in the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC)
• Developed in SYNTHESYS+ project, EC funded
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Alignment
2021 20222019 2020 2023

SYNTHESYS PLUS

MOBILISE

DiSSCo PREPARE

ENVRI FAIR

ICEDIG

M6 Requirements Workshop

M12-M24 ELViS V1
M30-36 ELViS V2

WP6

- Functionality ready for
VA call 2 and TA call 3

- Helpdesk in place

- Virtual Access functionality
for VA call 1

- Digitisation Dashboard integrated
- AAI pilot ready
- Loans and Visits functionality implemented

ELViS Development Roadmap
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TDWG

Global relevance and context
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ECOI

• Registration for Virtual Access (VA)
• Registration for Transnational Access (TA)
• Peer Review for TA
• Loans transactions
• Visit transactions
• Digitisation on Demand transactions
• Dashboards
• Reporting
• Helpdesk
• People profiles
• Institute profiles
• Collection catalog
• Authentication and Authorisation Infrastructure (AAI)

ELViS Components ELViS will facilitate the placement, assessment, 
prioritisation and monitoring of requests for 
visits, loans and digitisation.
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ELViS uses connected data from 
collections, specimen, institutes, 
facilities and people to provide 
efficient access to collection material  





NS Collection class Main characteristics Examples

Institute NS 
Collection

• Institute ownership,
• Focus on access
• No overlap -can be 

described on institute level 
or other grouping of 
collections

• herbarium collection
• zoo
• yeast collection
• minerals collection
• collection of natural science related books
• archive

Private NS Collection Private person ownership • bird eggs collection
• pollen collection

Other NS Collection • Aggregation from one or 
multiple institute or 
private owned collections

• Needs to be a work of 
enduring reference and 
been put together as a 
systematic endeavour to 
make it a reference point*

• items that were collected or made by a particular person
• items that came from the same place
• a reference collection for environmental DNA sampling
• all specimens collected on a research voyage

“Other NS collections” are not datasets:
• all pages of a digitized fieldbook
• a group of records in a dataset or database
• all specimens referenced within a single publication

ELViS provides access to Institute Natural Science collections
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Virtual Access workflow
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Initial idea for selecting collections and equipment for a virtual access request
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Institute
The institute that holds the facility and provides the services. 
Similar term has been proposed for the TDWG Collection 
Description standards: Class:Institution · Issue #146 · tdwg/cd

Facility
Borrowing from the OBO Class: 
Facility http://purl.obolibrary.org/obo/NCIT_C62574
Services and space and equipment provided for a particular 
purpose; a building or place that provides a particular service 
or is used for a particular industry.
Also Core laboratory / Core Facility : A lab providing services 
such as training, protocols, or access to instruments or 
software

Instrument
Borrowing from ERO ontology Class: Instrument 
http://purl.obolibrary.org/obo/ERO_0000004
Material entity that is designed to have a function and play a 
role in scientific investigation.

Service
Borrowing from ERO ontology ‘service offering’
http://purl.obolibrary.org/obo/ERO_0000005
An information content entity that describes a service 
performed by a person or organization with the objective of 
performing a technique, providing training, providing storage 
of data or material entities, or providing access to resources for 
another person or organization

Institutional profile in ELViS

https://github.com/tdwg/cd/issues/146
http://purl.obolibrary.org/obo/NCIT_C62574
http://purl.obolibrary.org/obo/ERO_0000004
http://purl.obolibrary.org/obo/ERO_0000005
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